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NFTGA GOES TO IRAN

by Gene Reyes 0 ASK ME 6 .er wRat questoh was asked, there

_ . . was an immediate answer. | cannot say enough about
The 17" WFTGA convention was held in the Iraniaiyne excellent accommodations, food, friendliness and
capital city of Tehran. AmurPresident, | felt that | -5maraderie that our hosts provided all attendees. The
had to be there to represent NFTGA and the US gendees were recognized and publicly acknowledged
My family and friends all felt that | had lost my min 54 peace drassadors by President Rouhani of Iran,
But as soon as | stepped off the plane at 9:20pNihe Secretary General of the United Nations World

was greeted with a very warm welcome by the f1qurism Organization (UNWTO), and many other
Iranian team. | havieeen to many conferences OVEgignitaries throughout the convention.

my years, and | can testify that the tremendous
team of approximately 100 members were incredi We were represented by four US guides at the delegates
They made you feel as comfortable as possible meetings where the bussseof the federation was

constantly walked around holding up a sign that stated

continued on pa

The USA team gathers in Tehran to support N&© Yor kéds bid to host t
supported by Martin Maier of the Swiss Embassy (center).
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

The new year bring
several challenges to o
Board and one of the
most important igm-

proving communications
Communication is ¢
two-way street thaf
must bemaintained at
all times. To achiev
this we mustask the
presidents of our
member  associatign:
please forward to you
boardandyour members,
on a regular basis, tF
information you receive during the year. This includ

* NFTGA newsletterThe National Standard
* ABA, US Trave& Nationd Tour Assnnewsletter
* NFTGA business partners articles and announcen

* Student and Youth Travel association and Tou
Cares information

Do not forget our NFTGA Facebook Group, websi
and WFTGA correspondence. All of this is valua
informaion that our members can useniracross the
USA and the Globe

A few members still sdhpat they never hear fror
NFTGA and we wilcontinue to improve our efforts
But we candt do it al on

| have just returned from the WFTGAnvention in
Iran. While | initially had some reservati@isout this
long trip to a country that does not have ideal rela
o nor an Embassyowi t h t he USA,

t h e nkraendlyd-aces, Open Arms, Amti Cultures,
Ti mel e s s, pe@dutlysummsadzedhis terrifc
event Washington DC Delegate Joe Steinbock
soon provide a complete report for your perusal.

A big NFTGA congratulations to everyone for a gr
job, and to you our members for supporting th
outstanding organization

Gene Reyes
NFTGA President

FROM THE EDITOR
-.t

HappyBirthday to us!
One year agoJhe
National Standavds
born and what an ac
venture it has been ¢
far. And what a lonc
way weodve
our first issue, we he
9 contributions from
5 different membe
associations. lour

lastissuewe had 15
contributions from 12
member association
and jumped from 12 pages to 20. | call that mc
in the right direction.

But thereds stildl mor
our last issue went to press, our top three contrit
assocti#ons were Chicago, New York, and St. L
(in that order). More articles and columns have
from those three associations than all of our ¢
member associatiom®mbinedhere are still si
member associations, nearly a third of our feder
who have yet to publish anything in these page

| dondt say this to |

to encourage you to come join the fun. And mak
mistake about & writing newsletter articlesfim

Ask any of our membe

sharing subjects we love, stories that make us

places we passionately share with our travele
tour. All of these things, we now get to share

our coll eagues. So pl
all family in this industry and a family shep&hd
a little time together.

Lest we forget, this newsletter was establish
response to those who felt they never heard
NFTGA except when it was time for a confere
or there were dues payable. This was a pet
legitimate complaint, so wesaered the call. Bt

f or t hos e wh o contin
from NFTGAOG, | et me

reminder: YoaredN F T G A . So | et d
Matthew Baker

Editosin-Chief
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WFTGA CONVENTION
IN I RAN continued from page 1

discussedmong 34 different countries (
present and 9 represented by proxy).
Steinbock of Washington DC will presg
a detailed report on tleenventionn the
near future. Matthew Bakemdaibrahima
Diallo led the team from New York i
bidding for the chance to host the 20
convention. | served as the lead dele
from NFTGA-USA.

The New York bid team were magnificg X ’
and | am proud and honored to have b¢ -
party to their presentatiomvhich was 2 N 1
enjoyed by all the attendees. Sadly, t
Ioth %/o TbiI)i/si, Georgia, by four votes% th%%tthew Baker
slimmest of margins. However, | wa
extremely proud of how they handle

of New York seeks to contribute at a delegate
gweeiing, while Gene Reyes of New Orleans and Joe Steinbo
8f Washington offer support.

themselves after the final vote. They stayed positive. Congratulations to both of these outstanding rep
smiling, and socializing for tiest of the convention. resentatives of our country and our industry.
New York you made us proud and you are winners!

During the convention, Mr. Martinadr, head of
NFTGA and the USA fared much better in the election the Interests Section for the United States at the Swiss
of the new Executive Board: Esther Banike of Chicago Embassy to Iran, met personalljwie US delegates
was elected one of the VReesidents and Harvey  and the New York bid team to address concerns. He
Davidson of New York waslected Treasurer. assured us all that he was in direct contact with the
Foreign Ministry in Iran and received official assurance
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The newly elected Executive Board of WFTGA: Mary Kemp Clark of the UK, Steve McAuley of Austra

Ruby Roy of Canada, Mohsen Hajisaeid of Iran, Esther Banike of the USyda Arushca Ritchie of
South Africa. Absent in Harvey Davidson of the US.
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Germany takes notes.

Paula Thompson of the US gives her report at th
round table session while Sebastian Frankenberger

that the US citizens at the convention would not be
subjected to any adiation measures during the rising
tensions over travel between the two countries.

| must say that the greatest and most enjoyable aspect
of the event was the warm, smiling, open arms of
the Iranian host team. They had spent two years
preparing and tramg for this, and it showed as
they provided us was a fantastic convention along
with extraordinary pre and post tours.

Many thanks to outgoing WFTGA President Felicitas
Wressnig of Austria, and incoming WFTGA President
Alushca Ritchie for all your detima. We look
forward to the 2019 convention in Thilisi.

And many thanks to Arash Nooraghayee, President
of the Iran Federation of Tourist Guide Associations

(IFTGA), Convention Secretary Mohsen Hajisaeid,

Pegah Latifi, and the entire host team. Thank you
for a lifetime memory and a job very well done.

Gene Reyess past president of the Tour Guides Associa
of Greater New Orleans and currently serves as preside
National Federation of Tourist Guide Associations U:
To tour with Gene, tgetae reyes@bellsouth.net

Tours in Tehran included the
mirror tiles of the Golestan
¥ Palace, ancient artificts
at the National Museum,
® and a trip to Azadi Tower,
" the symbol of Tehran.
Accommodations included
a beautiful Persian garden
' at the Homa Hotel.

il < ke
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N EWS YOU CAN USE already that would satisfy most visit®es.| steeled

myself with many more facts in preparation for

FaciChecking the Tour Guide anticipated detailed questions. Upon meeting at
by Joe DeGregorio our agreed time and date he seemed differdms i

. ) composure this time, almost smug. Sure enough,
I'n todayds tauoguidedshoulabe 8se r joQdifytes into the tour heida o0 Joe, i f
sure as poss_lble that the information he/she conveys correctly you said the Census of 1900 revealed 300
to his visitorssaccurate. ltalian men and just a couple of Italian women living

A few years ago, | provided a private tour of the | Nt he neighborhoodhed to
ltalian neighborhood, the Hill, in St. Louis to a &most proudly produces a copy of an E89kouis
distinguished looking gentleman from Chicago. As an PosDispaicar t i cl e headl i ned,
opener, | usually ask where my travelers are fromand1e¢n Def end Their Women f
whatthey dotowhiche replied, ol PARTESPIBRRsheur persona
from Nort hwe sBemng agratuaté v e 9Litt yn€g 1 0m very Mapltakey . 0
the University of Missouri School of Journalism and 2 ook at the article, Pr
aware of the claims of both schools being the bestin® Professor would hand a
the country | said with [Q2apoject |eadithe article,yngrgdulpug, ) read it ¢
oh thesecdrestiournaiisns c ho ol i n t h @%@ My, rindsyirled, I broke into a mild sweat,
to which he replied wit®HQW sd | o despppdianaigieapad | y

| 5m the former Dean of tMd ?®cHoohe !Jggohft -3 0OuFr "ol | & Se
| immediately had one of those Southwest Airlines ladies mentioned in the article are Irish. Professor, these

OWanna get adivgdinkd themmune n fadies were prostitutes and the Italian men were proudly

providingfact after fact, story after story hopingto d€f eénding their honor fro
smooth over my obvious contretemps. He seemed literaly qlropped and an av_vkward moment of silence, he ]
pleased, paid me and then moved on to his next@mostiper cepti bl y mouthed o
stop in St. Louis. excuse to |l eave, and | 0V«

Six monhs later, surprisingly, he called me and Joe DeGregorids a member of the Professional Tour
requested follow’up tour which | agreed tohite Guides Association of St. Louis. To toucomithcioe,

privately thinking | had given him a bunch of history 10€-dehillboy@gmail.com

ALL ABOARDI!Y e s we rea I'l'y can f un wdllisat pf. IIWas_ebetedIc.spt
O our upcoming trip to West Texas. Why not connect our big city with the Wild \
thought this woulte an excellent opportunity for me to see wiahdrip toWest Texas
would be like. | could then suggest toesofiour visitors to continue to ddexas tour based amny experiences

by Lucette Rieger

We (Richard and I) left our house with our carry on suitcases and walked to the bus stop on Richmont
from our home. We got on METRO, change to the Light Rail at Whatsber, §ot off in downtown Houstol
and walked about 5 blocks to the Amtrak Train station. The overnight trip was excellent. Dinner an
were served in the dining car. We arrived in Alpine, Texas and stayed in the historic Holland Hotehdirige
area can easily be visited in one week. Renting a car in Alpine is a must to see Fort Davis, th
Observatory, the city of Marathon (gateway to Big Bend National Park), the Galleries of Marf:
historic Paisano Hotel. Remember theie®ian? This is where James Dean, Rock Hudson and Eli:
Tayl or stayed for part of the time while fil

Returningo Houston we got to see Texas from a very different View.s  murc¢hhn dbvang dn-&0.
The small towns along the railroad looked lovely. The pastures and the trees occupy the open sp
all talk about and that Texas is famous for. Entering Houston on rail was another experience. W/
thoughttomydef how | ucky we are to |ive in such a

Lucette Riegeris a member of the Professional Tour Guides Association of Houston. To tour
lucetterichard@sbcglobal.net
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was followed by a bus tour including the history of
@Ei?ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂfl\ls GET TOGETHER the city and the historic sights.

_ i We walked through the WaiPoint Garden and
Every year, members of the Guild of Professional \yere greeted by Virginia Mizel, the Director of the

Tour Guides of Washington DC participate in @ ggmonstorAlston House, the first house built
FAM tour to a historic location thin traveling onCharlestonds famous Ba

distance of DC. In recent years, they have visited theconfederate commanding general P.G.T. Beauregard
Hudson Vallep with a special focus on Hyde Rk \inessed the opening shots of the Araeriivil

and the James River, home to many Colonial patriots.\y/ar at Fort Sumiter, three miles away. After touring

This year, Tracy Hale and Michelle Heller selected i oyse, the group next headed to Washington Park
Charleston, South Carolinglesdestination due, in see the Fireproof BuUi

part, to the wonderful cooperation of the Charleston f nrofessionally trained architect, Charleston native
Tour Association (CTA) who welcomed them and Ropert Mills, architect of the Stington Monument.
helped provide a great day.

" , The morning concluded with a special visit to
The Charleston itinerary was planned and guided bycharleston City Hall and the wonderful art collection
CTA President Stephen Herchak. From the delicious j, the chamber where the City Council still meets.

opening night dinner at the Charleston Crab House gtenhen shared a very special congratulatory letter
on Wappoo Creek to the closing dinner reception , the Guild from the mayor of &heston. After
with the two associations, it was an outstanding trip. |,nch and shopping at the historic City Market, the

Stephen provided an informative and fun tour of 45 headed to the harbor and boarded the boat to
Charleston. The day began with a welcome and touryisit Historic Fort Sumter. Rick Mosteller, owner of
of theCharleston Area Convention & Visitors Bureau ot sumter Tours promised a great visit. Maybe he

(CVB) by Perrin Lawson, their Deputy Director. 54 pul | 6 asnydaitarbed o sudl b e
The Center is housed in 1850s railroad depot. ThisE g v t+ Sumt er was fascinat

commentary. To be in the place where the Civil War
CTA PRESIDENT STEPHEN  began was truly special.
HERCHAK: Charleston Tour

Association was delightea The touring part of the day ended with a visit to the
- » to be able to meet so many ©Old Exchange Building. Tony Youmans, the Director,

- colleague s from o explained that this is where the Constitution was

’ :‘, = capital. | was particularly ratified and President Washington was officially

sl | : &!l honored and excited to be Welcomed and entertained. The wonderful visit to

J LS olacted for the honor of Charleston culminated with the Charleston Tour

~ conaducting them through Association graciously hosting the Guild members
my home town and 10 a yummyholiday dinner reception in the Old

" Ameri/icads M ¢ Exchange. It was a great opportunity for the guides
City for an entire day! from both associations to get to know each other

We certainly hope groups from other membe Ellen Malasky is a member of the Guild of Professior
associations will come and see the city that last ye, Tour Guides of Washington DC. To tour with Ellen, cor
Conde Nast Traveler again ranked Number 1 City i €llenguidel@gmail.com

the Country andTravel+Leisure named Best City
in the World.

httos.//www.charlestoncvb.com/blog/just _-announced
htp/imw.ravelandler sure.comworlds-besicities#intro

Thanks, yoal l. : Fort Sumter

Winter 207 THE NATIONAL STANDARD Pager
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MONUMENTAL NEW MUSEUM DAZZLES, INSPIRESDC VISITORS
by Joe Steinbock & Pete McCall David Ad

evocative facade

The longawaited Smithsonian Nation
Museum of African American History a
Culture opened itsodrs September 2.
as a dramatic addition to the National M
Throngs of eager and excited visit
lined up to experience unsettling trur
and i mpressive tr
pasfi from slavery through civil right .

and beyond. ¥ ; Ll
RN o

Realizing a decadesg dream, theg
striking new architectural showplg
aims to inspire introspection among
visitors to gras

conveniently located on the Mall
14" Street and Constitution Avenue)
the shadow dhe Washington Monume
and only a few blocks from the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museunits central location underscores

the centrality of Africa

story, written both in human suffering and unparalieled AfricanAmerican achievements and contributions:

achievemenMuseum Foutling Director Lonnie G. T . . » . o
. —voting rights, elective office, military, social, smengfl)g,

Bunch 111 explained,- 0 Tathletic and artistic accomplishment
perience is the lens through which we understand P '

what it is to be an Ame lysiting the museum is an-epening, educational and

The Smithsoni amuséumswas t lemotionally challenging experience. Its desigfocalls
designed by the interational architectural team of visitors to view its collections in just the opposite way as

Freelm Adjaye Bond/Smith Group. Its eg&tching touring 't he nearby H.O l oca
exterior contrasts shar Permanent c~olk_=:ct|on tells the story of _oppressmnﬂ m,
mostly marble and neoclassical museums on the MaIIthe top down like acts of terror spiraling downwar

It is adorned by a muttered, bronzéinted corona, out of contrah while the NMAAHC t& | ‘s . Amer |
made of 3,600 recycled aluminum grillwork panels. story from bottom up. The struggles and achievements

The &-foot-tall crownlike facade evokes traditional 25 well as the humiliations of African American military

Yoruba designs from Africa plus metalwork of freed {)e:rs],orll.nilé sleeping car porters and pilots lead us up
slaves in South Carolina, noted Afrlwam/British 0 the fight.

architect David AdjayBl{ TimesSept. 26). His eco An emotional milestone i
friendly design also incorporates enreffigient throughAne r i cads history was

and environmental feat uiTl a Chicago youth tortured and murdered !fd? S
oOagrleeno acredr tLiEEDed 0 9ol tsypposedly looking at a white woman while visiting

: . Mississippi in 195%igns warn squeamish visitors
Like an iceberg, much of the 300:8Q@ardoot o o : .
museum is out of sight. Inside, exhibits spanning that the vivid exhibit may be too disturbing.

600 years are divided into two parts. Underground, The tone is morerelcoming on the ground level and

a gark path winds through galleries resembling a ahove where displays showcase athletic, musical, and

oslave ship6 to chroni artistic achievement. Greeting guestssisaaious
Americans from their earliest days in North Ame entrance hall featuring bronze, copper, and b

through the oharsh real.
emancipation, the Civil War and Reconstruction, Jim
Crow, the Harlem Renaissance, equal justice %ng“
beyond. Aboveground, galleries celebratewward
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art donated by Chicago sculptor Robert Hunt. The able to visit it anytime soon? That depends on your
building includes three levels of history concourses desire: to prevent overcrowding, free timed passes
plus theaters, classrooms, conference rooms ancare required for entry; they are obtained on line
presentation spacd®ounding out the museum, the at https://nmaahc.si.edu/visit/passeAll passes
popular (hence, crowded) Sweet Home Café seeks tithrough March 2017 have been distributed. Timed
nourish visitors with hearty soul food highlighting entry passes will soon be available for April through
regional tass of African American history. June 2017. In the meantime, lines form on Constitution
L ) Avenue arly each morning for firsbme, firsserved
Despite its initial long lines, tr_le museum gets rave sameday passes distributed at the NMAAHC at
reviews from mgmbers tfe Guild of Professlonal 9:15 daily. Noprofit groups of 10 or more should
Tour Guides of Washingt Oconact 18662974020 for more information dE U M
thfat Lonnl_e _Bunch and advanced ticketing. aid
Guild Certified Tour Gu S an
African American, | found the displays on the middle Joe SteinbockandPete McCallare memberghef
passage, slavery and the fighcivil rights to be sad ~ Guild of Professional Tour Guides of Washington |
but uplifting stories of survival and success. This story To tour with Joe, costaatbo@yahoo.com To
needs to be told because our history books have nottour with Pete, coptantoursl@agmail.com
always told how we as a people successfully overcgme .
hopeless conditions. Pleasantly, the upper level exibi®@USTON O B OGYCLE
show nany examples of our patriotism and signific@ijt|_ucette Rieger
contributions to this count r%/c”)_s_ historical and ¢
fabric. So, | feel a deep sense of pride knowing kv SO much for riding the Metro bus, the light r
excellently African American history and culture @favalking or driving. How about seeing Houston

being displayed for all to see on the Natldrzal | YoB would do in Amsterdam or somewhere in Cl
Houston BCycle, is a bicycle renting program. You

After her initial visit on September 27, DC Guilfike through the city and embrace its diffesites on
Certified Master Tour Guide T. Jeanne Everitt sgikesthat are conveniently placed throughout the
she felt honored to share this space with so MR program provides a quick transportation altern,
AfricanAmericans as they found their history ange company that operates thmwnalternative fo
their ancestors v altedd a getidg-arokhd theecity\hds ia Brégfam $het & @esydi M
no one vocalization stood out as | melded with ot information regarding locations, rental price,

visitor$i as though the many AfricAmericans check their website: attps:/houston.bcycle.com/ .
were in awe of the struggles and accomplishments _ . . o
of their culture. 6 Not bad for having furgnd it sure is better than sitti

in traffic a trying to find a parking spot.
On October 20, 201&enGuild President Dianne
Wallace and members Clara Sachsla Smith Lucette Riegeris a member of the Professional Tc
andMichelle Heller conducted a special tour of thgsociation of Houston. To tour with Lucett
Museum. Past President Dorothy Douse said she fauggtterichard@sbcglobal.net
the tour useful and well organized. She was impressedginm s '
with the helpfulness of the friendly Museum staff.
Dorothy noted the above and belawund layout
makes it particularly important to identify a spot
for groups to meet after they explore the museum.
Museum Security Chief Andrea Robinson advised
that groups should select a meeting spot on the L1
(street/ entrance | evel),

The museum immediately became an essential

omusdeo for Washington v©
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TECH TALK m We are each a product of a lifetime of unique ex
" ' periences. We share a love of travel, our city and/or
Sals@nyone the region(s) in which we work. We do have over

by Donna Primas lapping knowledge bases, but we are not all the same.

When you are at a to I S SRR SLET  We have more commonalities than differences, which
guide or tour manage e BRI e B should make it easier to be friends. But for some,
meeting and you loof2 e ¥ % 2 insecurities cause anxiety and fear.

around and see yoU—
peers, what do you see? | see salsa.

«««««

So during a night of tossing and turning, | came up
with the oguides are | ik

In late February, | attended the International Tour

Management Institute (ITMI) graduate symposium he shelves of a grocery store. There are many manu

and hadhe opportunity to mentor, share experiences ty.irers and ingredients in salsa. Mild, medium and
and interact with a diverse group of travel ¢ picy hot . | li ke Trader

professionals. Also in attendance were members orp ,+ my husband prefers Salsa Verde. My sister likes
officers of _several NFTGA g_wde as_somaﬁons a garden of veigs in piquant salsa and maybe some
Boston, Chicago, Houston, Philadelphia, New York, pjack heans too, while her husband is a fan of salsa
New Orleans, San Frasto, Saint Louis, Salt Lake  hat incorporates mango or pineapple with a bit of
City (UT), and San Antoificas well as NFTGA heat. Paul Newman sells salsa to benefit a cause, and
VicePresident Ellen Malasky, who is also a pqnar restaurant chains slap their familiar brands on

Washington DC guide. Although Ellen is not an 55 Are these varieties interchangeable? I think not.
ITMI alum, she was invited to attend and give a

lunch time presentation about the NFTGA drel t Every tour guide has a unique recipe. Each guide
value of joining a local guide association. just needs to attract someone willing to sample their

i _ingredients and flavors. Like salsa, there is room in
Why was she there? Why did we later have a specighea tour world for many great formulas.

guide association meeting? To open a dialogue

between ITMI, SYTA, NFTGA, and their member How abait we try harder to get along and to share our

guide associations. To find more and better ways towealth of knowledge? Start being confident in yourself,
interact. To He support and uplift each other. and then invest time, hard work, and perseverance,

because the best brands always find a market share.
We did not find any quick solutions, but we shared y

organizational history and some best practices and,As a first step, contribute interesting newsjteve
more importantly, opened doors for future exchanges. information, techniques, articles and websites to your
| hope this continues. peers. One great place to do this is on the Facebook

. page or website of the NFTGA, WFTGA, or your
But by now | am sure you are wonderinguab own guide association.
he [

the salsa reference in t fi1rst paragraphte

Close your eyes fomaoment and picture salsa on

. . Then, at t he next me et
Earlier during the conference, | had a restless gather in a clique of old Faleeach across the aisle!
nightos sleep, thinkingpgngBmheohe who Wi doH& Rrio dndl Skt a
to make. | wanted to inspire the participants 10 onyersation. Ask for help if you are a newbie or be
take advantage of all the resources and interactions, mentor and share the riches of your experiences

of the conference, to have a positive, fearless \yihout hesitation! We are stronger when we stand
attitude when meeting others. together. This is how we all win.

Too often | have heard guides (or tour directors) ponng Primas after 21 years, is no longer the President ¢
refer to other guides (Rdgo tatideProfdddiohal ﬁs%n?égﬁ?)\). Yi ée!éls
competition.o | have ne\ys@jfrentl®re bfth¥ ETPA dedletatfes.)'DEnnalis'a e
are not in direct competitiowith one another.  yqcent at two historic homes, and gives tours in the Chic
Guides are not interchangeable. To tour with Donna, cqtaciscopy@aol.com
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NAlI BECOMES ANEW NFTGA INDUSTRY PARTNER by Ellen Malasky

We are very pleased announce that we have a new Tourism Industry Partner, the National As:
Interpretation (NAI).NAI is a notfor-profit 501(c)(3) professionakasiationdfor those involved in th
interpretation of natural and cultural heritage resources in settings such as parks, zoos, muse
centers, aquaria, botanical gardens, and historidal sites

Our NFTGA tour guides and NAI heritage interprétax® much in common. We share the goal of contil
to professionalize our work by enhancing the skills and knowledge of our merdsrtoiprovide the mos
engaging aneducational experiences for tourists and visitors.

As with other Tourism Indusr y Part ner s, we wil |l di spl ay ea
publications and training opportunities and,

Ellen Malasky is a member of the Guild of Professional Tour Guidas DCWashiogt with Ellen, cc
ellenguidel @gmail.com

INTERNATIONAL AFRICAN- R EERES IR T
AMERICAN MUSEUM GETS A International African-American Museum
N EW BOARD MEMBER byAifred Ray 5 3

Sheila Johnson, CEO of Salamander Hotels & Regs

co-founder of BET and owner othree pro sportsj
teams has joined the Board of Directors for
International AfricaAmerican Museum to be bui
in Charleston, South Carolina.

The museum is planned for a site on the Cooper RiverAdd't' nallv. the m m will create and orovid
at the sight of Gadsd@nWharf, which is Sacred ionally, the museum will create and provide a

Groundin the story of slavery. Between 1804 and ggg%'ﬁ:eaoga%;d;g;gfl Agrggr:axomlcfsgg:dgme
1808 an estimated 40,000 enslaved persons were sol 40% of all enslaved persons arrived at tﬁe ort of
at that very & o energize the rise of cotton. At the Cha:)rleston most Bla(F:)ks in America can tracz roots
time Charleston was the only city in the United Statesto this cit :Joe Rilev. former Charleston mavor for
where slaves were purchased straight off the dock 40 Y ts th yt’ h y

from Africa. First quarantined at various camps yearsyants them to come home.

aroundthe harbor, with naméike Point Comfort, Indeed, the IAAM is his passi@nd he met Ms
they were processed, rested and groomed beforejohnson at the framing party at the Bennett, a luxury
they landed in the city at Gadssi&mharf. When hotel in the heart of the business district being
demandor prices were lovifiey would sometimes  developed by local entrepreneur Michael Bennett.
be held therdor months: suicide anmass death Very few can resist the

from cholera or yellow fever were the result. and it is hoped that her participatiwill help to

The museum will view the water east toward Africa achieve the fundraising goal of $150,000,000.

with displays facing west to the land. Progressive podsHer Salamander Brand Hotel franchise has been
will have displays on tOpiCS sucbUrban Life and chosen to Operate the Bennett.

Skilled Labay or oSurvival and Resistadaeith a

goal of providing deeper insight into the institution Alfred Rayis past presidetiteoCharleston Tour. Ass

of slavery and the lives of persons who lived it. To tour with Al, contadledcitytours@gmail.com
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A NAzI U-BOAT
AND A PRISONER

OF ELLIS I SLAND
by Paul Rush

Mar i sol Escol

Each day, crowds patiently wait

along the Batteryds edge, gazing

out at the Statue of Liberty,

waiting to board the ferries. Out

in the upper bagf the harbor,

Ellis Island floats on the horizon.

And directly in front of those

crowds i s one of Americads , , )

most moving memorials. A fuller story behind what PIcture magazinand his published photograph of the
they see is seldom told. The sculpture, by the artistd © 0 med Amer i can nmspratione r s
Marisol Escobar, is based on a publishetbgfaph for h_er sculpture. 'I_'he standing flgure_, with both hands
of an actual occurrendehe sinking of an unarmed 0 his mouth calling out for help, is Able Seaman

American merchant oil t ANWheny Sousa;whe aleng wity 34 af Big fellave
and Ellis Island was once a prison. crewmen, went down with the ship.

Even before America declared war on Nazi Germany 1 he memori al recalls a g
in December of 1941, German submaratesked histay when real and imagined enemy attacks

andsankunamed American merchant vessels off the 9enerated war jitters everywhere. For the first time since
Eastern Seaboard. On March 22, 1942, 600 miles offthe Civil War, when New Yorkers expected Confederate
the coast of Virginia,-L23, a German-Boat, sent ironclads to attack from the sea, the city seemed
a torpedo into the side of the Muskogee and she sankitireatened, especially after the December 7, 1941
in 15 minutes with all hands. After the ship was hit, Japaese attack on Petidrbor. The lights went out
Kapitankutnant Reinhard Hardegen, the captain of the &t Coney Island because roving wolf packs of German
sub, ordered his vessel to surface alongside the sinkinyf-boats used them to silhouette passing merchant ships
tanker and he and some of his crew stood on the deck " @ time before radar. Panic was in the air and on
watching the Muskogeeds Dg-P aRalfror pagepcarfieq &screamighjea o ¢
their doomed ship, vainly calling for help. Standing © N E WORK WARNED ENEMY PLANES ARE
beside Captain Hardegen and calmly snapping picture® EAR THE CI TY! 6 Few know
of the scene before him, was a photojournalist for the after World War Il began or of the role that Ellis Island

Berliner lllustrierte Zeimmmppular German weekly Pl ayed in this dramatic
- ._‘l N

- "% . 3. % " InDecember of 1941, with the new declarations of war

' & < on &pan, Germany, and Italy, President Roosevelt gave
his Attorney General sweeping powers to suspend con
stitutional guarantees and sequester supposed enemy
aliens. J. Edgar Hoover 0 s
American citizens of German, Japanese, aruh Itali
descent from all over the city to be detained on Ellis
Island. One particularly egregious example was the
treatment of a beloved ItaAmerican opera star.

Ten days before the Muskogee sank, Ezio Pinza, the
leading basso at the Metropolitan Opatat$is desk
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